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Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) selected reading, math, 

and science competency as key ares for international assessments for academic 

achievement, because these three key elements are the basis for the acquisition 

of extended knowledge and skill. Thus, Korean students' high achievement in 

PISA indicate their further potential to achieve high scores in the other ares. 

Korean students, for example, had high performance level in digital literacy, and 

show Korean students' high international competitiveness in rapidly changing 

digital environment. 

PISA achievement
level of korean students

KEDI. (2014). Brief Statistics
on Korean Education 2014.

(     ) is OECD PISA
ranking
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The number of students per class was dropped form 65 in 1965 to 
18.7 in 2010, and the number decreased to 14.9 in 2014.
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The school violence has a serious issue in korea for a while, showing 
a rapid increase in number and degree of individual students 
because it can be an unforgettable memory and hearts their mind 
permanently. To handle this serious problem, Korean government 
designates Safe Zone around 200meters of schools. For the effective 
management of safe Zone, the cooperative system between different 
government bodies was established. Basic infrastructure such as 
CCTV and faculties for school security was provided thus enhancing 
schools’ monitoring capacity related to the security problems. Also in 
an effort to improve the prevention measure, the government 
announced to embark on school based school violence prevention 
campaign. The campaign is composed of peer counseling, expansion 
of student’s court and group counseling with students, teachers, and 
parents. Care for the victimized students as well as prevention of 
occurrence is an important factor for the fast recovery from the 
memory of violence. The education authority has been operating 
Wee service, which is designed to provide counseling program for 
the students who are involved in school violence. This program will 
be strengthened and expanded with more of budget allocation and 
extended network with the professional institutions. 
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National Competency Standards (NCS) is standardized job competency deduced 

from the experience of industry. With the completion of NCS, the vocational 

education curriculum in vocational high schools and technical college is going to 

be revised to strengthen its relevance to the industry. Also, NCS development is 

a subset of National Qualification Framework development, which is a basic 

framework providing comparative standard between school education, lifelong 

education, on the job training and credit accreditation. Secondly, the support for 

vocational institutions and programs will be expanded in every education level, 

through expanding budget support for Maister high school, adjunct vocational 

track in general high school system and technical college. In an effort to guide 

and attract students to enter into the job market right after their graduation from 

high school , the government plans to establish relevant supporting system with 

special grants for continuing education and consulting programs. Also, the technical 

college is raised as the center of tertiary vocational education by specializing 

their education program and increasing flexibility in semester management. 

Lifelong education program on vocational education will be installed into the 

technical college system so that is runs the programs with hands on approach 

adaptable to the industry.
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